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SOCIALISM AND THE TERMS OF PEACE l 

MEYER LONDON 
Congressman, Twelfth District of New York 

I INTEND to speak about intelligent labor, labor with a 
philosophy, the sort of philosophy that is known 
throughout the world as socialism. I shall speak of 
socialism as a factor in international adjustment. 

One of the great scholars of socialism said some fifty years 
ago that the salvation of the world will come when the labor- 
ing class and the intellectual class reach an understanding and 
unity. I believe that the emancipation of the world will come 
when the laboring class will become the intellectual class of the 
world. I use the word labor in the broadest possible sense. 
It takes in the bricklayer, the architect, the professor (some 
professors), the minister (very few of them) — men who do 
useful service to the community. The socialists had a definite 
attitude on this subject of international peace and international 
relations, and before this world catastrophe, in all the parlia- 
ments of the world, they protested against the maintenance of 
large armaments, against the imperialists, against annexation, 
against the chauvinist, against false patriotism and a false con- 
ception of national honor. They everywhere taught that re- 
ligion and the ethics of religion were absolutely worthless un- 
less applied to life. They maintained the doctrine that it is 
wrong to have two codes of ethics, a Sunday code for the church, 
where men listen to the Sermon on the Mount, and a week- 
day code which involves a defiance of every principle of the 
Sunday code. While some of them in this crisis of the world 
have taken a course of action that appears contrary to their 
well-settled philosophy, throughout the world they dream 

1 Address delivered at the National Conference on Foreign Relations of 
the United States, held under the auspices of the Academy of Political Science, 
at Long Beach, N. Y„ May 30, 1917. 
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and hope today, and soon they will begin to fight to bring 
about universal peace. 

What is the foundation of the universal peace that they talk 
about? First of all, they would eliminate the theory of 
national honor which in most cases is identical with na- 
tional pride. They proceed upon the theory that a nation's 
honor cannot be injured by another nation ; that a nation can 
dishonor itself by committing a dishonorable act, but that it 
cannot be dishonored by others. They proceed upon the 
theory that every nation, small or great, no matter how small 
its territory, or how limited the group that composes it, has the 
same rights, and should enjoy the same rights that are now 
enjoyed by the largest nations. It is rather interesting that 
the higher stages of civilization were reached by nations 
when they were numerically small. Greece, ancient Judea, 
in modern times England, produced their highest and noblest 
literature when their population was smaller than that 
of one of the smallest states of the Union. The Scandinavian 
countries in recent times have produced an incomparable liter- 
ature. Greatness and bigness are not the same thing. Every 
nation, no matter how small or great, is entitled to the same 
rights according to the attitude of labor, and when the Presi- 
dent of the United States in his recent proclamations to the 
world announced that every nation, whether small or great, 
should be permitted to travel its own life-course unhindered, 
untrammeled and unafraid, he but stated a fundamental prin- 
ciple of our socialist philosophy. We believe that the main- 
tenance of armaments is the greatest source of danger to the 
world, and that this sacrifice of lives that we are witnessing 
today, this whirlpool of blood which is also accompanied by 
a whirlpool of words from statesmen, philosophers and diplo- 
mats — that this sacrifice will be in vain unless it results in a 
universal agreement for the abolition of armaments. All the 
numerous codes that the diplomats and lawyers may devise will 
snap at the first moment of serious conflict if the nations are 
permitted to maintain large armies. 

I have heard some of our great statesmen, among them 
former President Taft, advocating — and this idea is supported 
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by a good many statesmen abroad — a league to enforce 
peace. In his scheme Mr. Taft draws a distinction between 
justiciable and non-justiciable disputes; in justiciable disputes 
the decision of the court is to be final, while in non-justiciable 
disputes the court is to act as a mere negotiator or a mere medi- 
ator. The theory of non- justiciable disputes is based upon a 
false conception of national honor, the false idea that one 
nation may be dishonored, insulted or offended by another. 
In private life, when I am offended by somebody, I avoid 
him. In international life the only way to punish a nation 
which offends against the accepted code of right is to isolate 
that nation from communication with the rest of the world. 

Fundamentally and in the main, the address of the President 
delivered on January 22, 191 7, before the Senate of the United 
States, expressed the philosophy of that part of labor through- 
out the world that is intelligent. In pursuance of that philo- 
sophy several efforts have been made since the beginning 
of the war to bring about an international conference. There 
were two conferences in Switzerland; there is a conference 
now planned for Stockholm. Of course it would be improper 
for me to criticize the refusal of our State Department to grant 
permission to three American socialists to attend that Stock- 
holm Conference; but I must say a word about it. Let us 
assume the worst, that the Stockholm Conference has been 
engineered by the Germans; still it is absurd to prohibit 
British and French and American socialists from having their 
say at that international peace conference. 

Let us not become the leaders of reaction. See what hap- 
pened in France. The French socialists did their duty as men 
and as socialists when they supported the French government, 
which meant the French people, in defending French territory 
against attack. When the question of the Stockholm Con- 
ference first came up, the French socialists took the position 
that they would not confer with the German Social-Demo- 
crats so long as there were German soldiers on French 
territory. That precluded the holding of the conference dur- 
ing the war. Later they decided to participate. Why, then, 
should we prevent the socialists of the world from coming to- 
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gether and hearing the truth from honest men, so that 
Frenchmen, Germans, Englishmen and Scandinavians may 
exchange views and tell the truth to one another? It seems to 
be the only way to learn the truth. 

Why cannot a conference of honest men, who mean what 
they say, come together, whether at Stockholm or Petrograd 
or anywhere else? It is particularly essential now, in order 
to help along the struggle of democracy in that great land of 
sorrow, Russia. It is highly important that the British and 
French and American socialists should go to the Russian so- 
cialists and say, " Stand with us ; hold on a little while 
longer, fight along with us, and we will settle this world 
trouble, and settle it on terms which will insure universal 
peace." 

Did any of the American papers ever tell you what was 
going on in Russia ? Were you not astonished when the revo- 
lution broke out ? Today there are people childish enough even 
to believe that the revolution was a sudden breaking forth of un- 
controlled forces and that there was no real cause for it. A year 
ago, in the Duma, Professor Miliukoff, now respected all over 
the world, said that there is a level below which a nation can- 
not sink without losing the right of membership among the 
civilized peoples of the world, and that the policy which was 
being followed by the autocracy would destroy Russia. Not 
a word of this was heard in the American press. 

In Russia particularly the socialist element has asserted 
itself, and has shown its strength. Do not be frightened by 
it, you business men. You perhaps have the idea that the 
Russian socialists want to take away from you what you have, 
and turn it over to the masses. Nothing of the sort; the 
Russian socialists realize that they cannot bring about a social 
revolution in a day. They are students and scholars; they 
know that progress is a slow and painful thing. In the world of 
international relations they are determined to fight for no false 
end. They want peace without annexation and without pun- 
ishment for any people. They want to restore Belgium to the 
Belgian people, Poland to the Poles; they want to settle the 
question of Alsace-Lorraine on a basis which shall insure 
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future peace to the world ; they want to secure the rights of the 
smaller nationalities, of Serbia, of Montenegro, of every little 
group of people throughout the world. Socialism, or labor 
with a philosophy, labor with a faith in a better future for 
mankind, believes in a peace which will secure to the individ- 
ual group and to the individual nation the same right that 
every intelligent man and woman wants to see secured to the 
humblest human being in every civilized community. 
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